
 STAMP 

Dear Church family,  
                                       Calvary Christian Academy starts on September 8th. 
We are asking if you would pray for the school. Please pray for the teach-
ers, students, for unity, and for an overall protection from God. 
It is a busy time for the school as things begin and prayers are much  
appreciated.  
 

Join us September 13th at the Black Canyon Dam for a Baptism and BBQ! 
If you would like to be baptized please let pastor Mike know. 
 

We are wanting to make cookies for schools in our community, to say 
“thank you.” We will need lots of cookies to do this. If you can make cook-
ies please drop them off at church either Saturday 19th or Sunday 20th, so 
we can deliver Monday, September 21st. Thank you! 
 

Also, Ladies the women's retreat is coming up! It will be October 23-24 in McCall, ID at Camp Pinewood. We want to in-
vite all of you to join us this year and partake in what Jesus has to offer you at this year’s retreat! 
We have sign up sheets at church, with all the details. The cost will be $100.00.  
 

God bless you, we look forward to seeing you at church! 
                                      

 
 
 
 



Christianity is unquestionably God-reliant and never self-reliant. However, human tendency drifts toward self-reliance. The self-reliant look to 

themselves as having the insight, plans, and means to bring about salvation. The God-reliant are dependent upon God’s insight, plans, and means 

to bring about salvation. A self-reliant inclination is a byproduct of the fall of mankind with the tempter preying on this perspective. We reason 

that we can possess “knowledge of good and evil” outside of God’s plan (Genesis 3:1-7), but what is at stake is not just bad behavior or a de-

structive attitude, but our allegiance to God! 

Why does Paul argue so vehemently against self-reliance? 
The apostle Paul writes vigorously against any form of self-reliance, most succinctly in his letter to the churches in the region of Galatia. Inter-

estingly, to combat self-reliance, he uses the Galatians own experiences. He argues, You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the 

works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you 

suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it 

by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Galatians 3:1-5 

At the heart of this passage is how and why the Galatians received the Holy Spirit. In Paul’s writings, the Holy Spirit is the “pledge” guarantee-

ing our future – that is the reception of the full heavenly plan of God (2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:14). In modern terms, the Holy Spirit has 

brought the believer into the new realm of God’s future. In this realm, the people of God are people of faith, for in this realm the Holy Spirit 

guides, directs, and bears fruit. In contrast, Paul’s terms of “law,” “works,” and “flesh” paint a broad picture of the realm of the human condition 

apart from God’s intervening salvation, the realm where the “flesh” guides, directs, and bears fruit. The cosmic battle lines have been drawn. To 

defect from the realm of the Holy Spirit is not merely to practice self-reliance, but to pledge allegiance to a different king! The issue at hand is 

the source of salvation as well as the means. This truth is absolute: You cannot have the “Law” and the “Spirit” as a source of God’s work of 

justification. This is why Paul argues with desperate passion for his spiritual children. 

The self-sacrifice of Jesus outdoes self-reliance 
Biblical salvation is about restoration – whole person transformation and whole creation renewal. We all have opinions about how to make our-

selves better and how to bring renewal to our world. However, Paul reiterates that only God is in the position to give “blessing,” for the only 

position we are in brings a “curse” (Galatians 3:10). The mercenary force of the Law entraps any who seek to “pick and choose” what commands 

they will make their means of salvation. Like an undercover cop, the Law walks with you down the path of self-reliance, only to betray you with 

the condemning information he has been collecting. 

All along, God has been whispering his future blessing, and Paul says at the cross of Jesus Christ the blessing of God is realized. For in the self-

sacrifice of Jesus the curse of self-reliance became the blessing of salvation. In the same passage of Galatians Paul argues, Christ redeemed us 

from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” – in order that in Christ 

Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Galatians 3:13-14 

The cursing voice of the Law is more than drowned out by the proclamations of God’s blessing through the cross. So when Paul jarringly says to 

the Galatians, “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:4), he is 

speaking in terms of betraying royalty. He is pleading with the Galatian congregations to, “yield to the transformation of the Spirit, to the reign 

of Jesus, and to the plan of God. Human treachery has been documented from the beginning, do not become what you once were: a betrayer.” 

But even then, Jesus died because of betrayal. For as dangerous as self-reliance is, the solution is found in the self-sacrifice of Jesus. Now we 

live through Christ’s faithfulness, for he is “the Son of God who loved me and gave himself up for me!” (Galatians 2:20) 

       
 

Our town has a culture of festivals in the summer season, so our church makes a point of  

organizing outreaches, concerts, and children’s festivals to share the gospel on our streets.  

This year was no different as we began preparing logistical details of coordinating with bands,  

venues, and police permits. At the end of July we got permission to share the gospel with live  

music at our main square downtown on the 14th of August. Twenty-four hours before that out-

reach I got a phone call from one of our church members who was handing out flyers for the 

event.  They said that the next day in the same square, during the same time, one of our country’s 

ultranationalist parties would be holding a rally because of  the ever increasing refugee problem. 

(We have 1000-2000 refugees arrive DAILY from Syria, Afghanistan...) They planned to protest 

the establishment of a refugee camp on the outskirts of our town that was to hold thousands of 

refugees. 

 

Two hours before our outreach the police department called me and asked if we can move our  

event, because they realized that they accidentally gave permission 

to hold both events. It was just too late to move. We could not move our concert equipment and we had advertised for this outreach already for 

weeks in advance, besides all of that we had also invited multiple churches to join us. We set    

up and our friend Joe Ellison from California started playing the blues with his band when 

the radical political party members showed up. Tension was really high, when it became 

obvious that both of us were there legally. The ultranationalist party took it into their own 

hands and ordered thugs on each of our team members and started pulling our equipment 

apart while the police WALKED AWAY. (In Hungary’s history the police pulled guns on 

its own citizens before because of political interests so I can understand why they walked 

away.) At this point only one undercover officer was there but he was shaking so bad that 

he could not get his radio out of his pocket. The leader of the nationalist party came to me 

yelling and said we have fifty seconds to leave before they rip our equipment, and us, apart. 

I told him that I will give them the microphone in fifty seconds but I will use the fifty seconds to talk. I stepped to the microphone and said, “It is 

obvious that two separate events got legal permission to be here at the same time. We got permission from 5pm to 9pm and the rally against the 

refugees from 6pm to 8pm. I absolutely respect the right that you want to express whatever is pressing your heart and I want you all to have the 

opportunity to do that right now, but having said that something is pressing our hearts too and we would like to share that with you and that is the 

undeserved love of God and the peace of Jesus. So instead of ripping our equipment apart I offer that you would use it, I will even pay your elec-

tricity bill, but after your event we will sing and proclaim what is pressing our hearts so the last words in this square will be the love of our God.” 

 

I walked away from the microphone shaking, a Baptist pastor walked up to me and wrapped his arms around me saying, “This is how we will 

stand with you, we will stand together in love”. As the hate speeches started you could sense that God was in charge of the atmosphere there. Doz-

ens of believers from different churches praying, loving, respecting the crowd handing out free water and free CD’s from the band. The  

band leader, Joe, being African American shared the gospel with the leader of the ultranationalist racist party. In the speeches they threatened us  

repeatedly but we (all the believers in the square) did not react to their bullying. At the end I walked up to each of their leaders and said, “You  

guys being militant men should know more than anybody that a disciplined warrior can choose on which battleground he bleeds to death and on 

which battleground He will not. I do not have any energy to waste on fighting with you guys, I have 

energy to love my family, love my people and lead them to Jesus.”  Their eyes were widened and some 

of them even apologized. At this point the police came and joined the conversation thanking us for our 

gesture and for not allowing things to get out of hand.  I told ALL of them, “Our God tonight gave us 

the luxury to choose what battle to engage in. He gave US the luxurious opportunity to set the tone on 

the square, and the tone here ends in the love of God and the saving grace of Jesus.”  The rest of the 

night was spent boldly proclaiming the Word of God with no opposition, but I believe that after one and a half hours of racist hate speeches the 

gospel WAS SHINING IN CONTRAST! 
 

After the event the Police Captain in charge wrote a series of emails to me. He said that He grew up in a  

military family, worked in the police force his whole life, fought as a boxer but never saw power in  

goodness, never saw power in humility, and never saw power in selflessness until this night. He said that with his wife they decided to join our  

church because they HAVE TO meet who we represent! 

 

Dear Church family of Emmett, be encouraged, do not be afraid, because Jesus gave you the luxurious opportunity to set the tone in your town,  

and the tone shall be the disciplined love of God, and the undeserved grace of Jesus. 

 

With deep love and thankfulness for your prayers! 

 

Balazs Stanzel 
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