
Postage: 

Greetings Calvary Chapel Family! We hope you all are delighting yourself 
in the Lord and have been blessed so far in 2015! 
 

We are excited to share a few things with you that God has been doing. 
First, God has provided a way for us to open a daycare!  Calvary Chapel 
Daycare is set to open February 9th! We would love to give you the oppor-
tunity to take a tour, or enroll your child today.  Please contact Mish 
Gibbs with any questions at 365-2502. 
 

Second,  Life Groups. Life Groups are small groups where people come 
together to get into God's word, to have fellowship, prayer, and just have 
a place to go during the week to be lifted and encouraged.  We have several Groups forming right now! If you are  
interested in finding one, or would like to read about the different groups, visit ccemmett.org/life-groups or call the 
church at 365-0991. 
 

Third, an overseas mission trip! We are planning a mission trip to Italy and Austria.  If you are interested in going please 
contact Trevor Sund at 365-0991. The Reborn Youth group has already begun some fund raisers to send some of the 
youth. Watch for bake sales in the back of the sanctuary and other opportunities to help them go.  
 

We hope to see you soon at church. God Bless every single one of you! 



By Pastor Chuck Smith, excerpt from: Why Grace Changes Everything   
 

 The root meaning of the word grace is "beauty." In the New Testament, grace means "God's unmerited favor." 
Grace is God giving to me something that I cannot obtain on my own. Grace is being accepted by God even though I do 
not deserve it, even though I am not worthy of it.  
 
 The Bible teaches that I receive grace on the basis of my belief and trust in God. Hebrews 11:6 declares that 
without faith it is impossible to please God. We are forgiven by a holy God simply by believing in Jesus Christ and in 
His death on our behalf. When we place our trust in Him, our slate is wiped clean.  
 
 It is not possible for us to be forgiven by complying with any law or religious system. It was necessary that 
Christ go to the cross in order that He might establish the basis whereby I can approach God.  

 
 When Jesus was praying in the garden, He said, "Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: neverthe-
less not my will, but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42). He was saying, "If it is possible that men can be saved by any other 
means than My death - if they can be saved by being religious, by somehow gaining their own righteousness - then I do 
not want to go to the cross. Please don't put Me through this horrible ordeal." But it was not possible, and so He went to 
the cross, died, was buried, and rose again. His death made it possible for God to extend His grace to you and me.  
 
Why is it, then, that in spiritual matters so many people seek to plead innocent before God by virtue of all their good 
works? There are many of us who respond to our sin, guilt, and unrighteousness with regret and new resolutions. We 
want to make amends and turn over a new leaf. But those efforts can't win our forgiveness. Even our best efforts cannot 
take away the guilt of what we have already done. We can never be justified by good works. Even a whole life of good 
works cannot atone for a single sin.  
 
 God's basis of forgiveness is the sacrifice of His only begotten Son. All of our guilt - all of our past and future 
wrongdoings - have been laid to the charge of Jesus Christ, the innocent Lamb, the perfect one who knew no sin. He 
died for us. He bore our guilt; He suffered and died for our sins. Paul wrote, "For He hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him" (II Corinthians 5:21). Jesus became sin for 
us that we might be pardoned through Him. In other words, He switched places with us. "Though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich" (II Corinthians 8:9). He has taken our sin and 
forgiven us through our simple faith and trust in Him.  
 

                                   Read Revelation chapters 2 & 3 
Years ago I noticed a problem in the church office. Something smelled a little funny so I emptied 

the garbage, cleaned the bathroom, and scrubbed everything I could scrub but the smell just  got worse.  Finally one 
day someone came in and said, "Smells like you've got a dead mouse in here." Sure enough, behind the stove was an old 
forgotten sticky trap, and there stuck fast was the culprit. The problem wasn't that the office needed more cleaning, the 
problem was that something was dead and I didn't know how to discern it. 
  
            In the book of Revelation Jesus writes to seven Churches and gives each of them a report card, letting them know 
what they are doing right, and what they need to fix. To the Church in Sardis He says, "I know your works, that you 
have a name that you are alive, but you are dead." As you read through these letters you get the sense that each Church 
was surprised by the report Jesus gave them. 
  

            Is something wrong with our Church? If Jesus were to write a letter to us, what 
would it say? As a pastor that is a question I am always praying about. In fact, I usually 
try to get away one week a year just to spend time with the Lord and pour over these 7 
letters. I ask the Holy Spirit to expose any problems in me, as well as in our Church.  I 
personally don't want to be a dead, lukewarm, blind, or a loveless pastor and I don't 
want our church to be any of these things either! 

  
            I will be the first one to admit that our Church isn't perfect and that we have areas where we can grow. It seems I 
can always sense when something isn't quite right.  For me there are signs, maybe the Church lacks friendliness, or peo-
ple lack genuine love for one another, people seem apathetic, it can become hard to find people to serve, there is a lot of 
activity but no depth, or there is a lack of commitment and investment. All of these symptoms are part of a greater 
problem, which is always a lack of the presence of Jesus within His Church (the people, not the building.) We never 
want Jesus to be standing at the door knocking to get in.  
  
            I have learned over the years that Churches go through cycles. We are al-
ways in need of fresh manna from heaven, and if we try to live on yesterday's 
manna it begins to smell of death (see Exodus 16:20).  As a pastor I can smell the 
death when it starts to creep in, usually long before it becomes noticeable, and so 
what do I do?  It may seem cliché, but I begin to pray and ask Jesus what to do. I 
truly believe He alone knows exactly what we need. 
  
            A few years ago I felt we were in one of those cycles, and that something was off.  It seemed like the atmosphere 
of our church had grown cold...unfriendly even.  I really didn’t know what to do, and nobody that I asked seemed to no-
tice, so  I began to pray fervently. After a month of seeking the answer, a guy dropped by the office and said, "Do you 
know what's wrong with this Church?" Much like the mouse incident, God sent someone who was discerning to identify 
the problem. Perhaps you remember the family meeting that resulted from that. At that meeting we talked about asking 
Jesus what He would want us to do individually to help people connect.  We gave some practical suggestions such as 
inviting someone to one of the church events, or taking people to lunch after service, or inviting someone to a small 
group, etc. Don’t misunderstand, we didn’t start a friendliness campaign or ask people to commit to anything, we sim-
ply asked everyone to pray that the Holy Spirit would show them what to do. 
  
            A few months later I received a letter from someone who had been away from our church for a time and had re-
cently returned. She said, "We use to feel like this was an unfriendly Church, but when we came back it was totally dif-
ferent. I don't know what you changed, or if you did anything at all, but I wanted to let you know, if you did, it worked." 
  
            Over the years I have learned that when a problem arises or something seems to be wrong, I can just ask Jesus 
and He will always identify the problem. “If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it to you. He 
will not rebuke you for asking.” (James 1:5 NLT) He is also always willing to provide the solution. So too for you when 
life starts to stink, things seem dead, or dry in your life or even your church experience.  What would Jesus do with our 
Church if we all  began to look to Him, if we would all  listen and obey when the Spirit is speaking to each of us? Maybe 
we should ask.   
  
In His grace, 
Pastor Mike 

 Emmett Plaza: We learned that Tractor Supply, the buyer ahead of us, has been given an-

other month to work on closing. We will know March 1st if they are backing out. If they do 

we will be up to move forward with the purchase. We are asking that you take a day each 

week to pray and fast asking God for His direction and will concerning this.  

  Easter: Please pray for our services this year, as we will be meeting at the Middle School 

again. Pray that the hearts of people would be softened and that many would receive Christ. 

Also pray that disconnected believers would make the commitment to plug into the church. 

Lastly, pray about being involved and that God might use you.  

 Revival: Please pray for revival for the Church in Emmett. That Jesus would be present 

amongst us, in our Church and other Churches in town.  

The Hurless family is doing well. They are meeting weekly with a small group of believers in 
their home. They have a few prayer requests that they would like us to lift to the Lord.  
 

The most urgent is for the actual church plant...wisdom, vision, discernment, and guidance 
for their church body and for Jesse as the pastor. That he would lean on and be led com-
pletely by God's Spirit in all that he does.  
 

For God to add to the body people equipped specifically for certain ministries (worship, chil-
dren's ministry, etc.) 

Personal requests.. Financial provision for their family, that Jesse would find a job that provides enough 
and that they can find more affordable housing.  

Also please pray for their family...that their relationships will thrive with one another and with the Lord.   




