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Dear Church family,  We hope you are enjoying this beautiful spring! 
 

Here are a couple of updates: 
 
 

 Italy Mission yard sale went very well.  At the  yard sale they raised 
a total of $732.00 dollars! Praise the Lord! All of the money will go to-
wards sending the mission team to Italy to serve along side Calvary Chapel 
Rome. If you have any questions about the  Italy trip contact Trevor at the 
church office 365-0991. 
 

 Also, please be praying for Mike and Lindsay Buck as they prepare 
to move to Alaska to join Jesse and Cathy.  We also will be holding a “ go-
ing away dinner” on Friday, April 24th @ 6:30 pm here at the church. They are having a yard sale on the 16th, 17th and 
18th of this month. Check it out if you can! 
 

 Easter services were such a blessing! We had a great turn out and got to see God’s mighty hand at work. Just want 
to give a thanks to all who came, sang, worshipped our Lord, served in children’s ministry, ushering, greeting, set up/ 
tear down, worship team, and sound team.  May God richly bless you!  
 



This has been a crazy week for our family as we are in the middle of moving into 
a permanent home as well as getting prepared for our first Easter service on Sun-

day. We are super excited about being able to celebrate with our wonderful group of believers and can't wait 
for Sunday. 

As I have been going through the week I have heard a lot of things on the radio and T.V. in relationship to 
Easter and specifically Christianity and Jesus. It seems like this time of year always brings a rush of "Jesus" 
programs on the History channel or National Geographic, or Discovery...and we all know how "awesome" a 
source of accurate truth these are. 

But as I was thinking about this it dawned on me that in our current cul-
ture....Christianity is being presented more and more as a belief system...an idea or 
theology, a way of thinking and behaving that sets us apart from other religions or 
people. The world presents Jesus in much the same way...He is an idea, a way of 
thinking or behaving. 

This is a mindset that I think is becoming more and more common even within the church...and so I just 
wanted to share a reminder...just one pastor sort of venting, but also encouraging anyone who is a Christian, 
or anyone who might want to know what being a Christian is all about. 

You see as Christians we are not supposed to be following an idea, or theology, or 
conforming to a way of behavior that makes us feel superior or better than those 
around us...as Christians we are supposed to be following Jesus. That probably 
sounds super obvious, but I think the simple beauty of this is getting muddled for 
many of us right now. 

Christianity is NOT an idea, a theology, or a specific model of behavior....Christianity is Jesus Christ!!! Jesus 
Christ the person and the eternal...resurrected...forever reigning son of God...who came into this world and 
lived for 33 years as a human being...and then sacrificed Himself to pay the debt of sin for all of humanity, 
therefore making it possible for each of us to be completely and totally redeemed and restored to our God in 
heaven. 

Jesus Christ was not just an idea, nor was He just 
a good man...He was and is and forever will be 
God Almighty! The first and the last, the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Prince of Peace, The only Way, 
The only Truth, and The Only Life...He is our re-
deemer and He is our King...and He is the reason 
why we celebrate Easter...He is the hope and the 
joy and the goal of our lives as Christians. 

And so this Easter let's not get confused about 
what we are....we are not followers of a theology or 
belief system...we are followers of our very real, 
risen, and eternal Lord Jesus Christ. I pray that 
this encourages anyone who reads it and inspires 
us to remember WHO we are following and cele-
brating on Easter.  

Pastor Jesse 

 Last year a man attended your Easter ser-

vice. He had been going to church for a few 

months before this, but he wasn't saved. He had-

n't been able to let go and give himself to Jesus. Well, 

this man walked into the Middle school on Sunday and sat 

near the front. He had attended Saturday service the night be-

fore, but for some reason, he felt that he needed to come back on 

Sunday.  

 He sat there quietly until worship 

started. He stood, he sang, and something be-

gan to happen. He didn't know what was happening, but he 

was excited about it. Then the collection plate began to circulate. 

He felt like God was wanting him to give something, but he had noth-

ing to give. The collection plate  got closer, and the man remembered some-

thing.  

 He reached in his wallet and pulled out a two dollar bill. It was old, very old. It was beaten, and wrinkled from 

being crushed hundreds of times. The bright red seals and serial numbers almost looked like blood, which was fitting 

considering how abused this bill was. The man had carried it for years, he just couldn't get rid of it. This bill had a his-

tory, it had been through so much. When the collection plate reached the man, he dropped the old bill in, and began to 

sing with the crowd.  

After the song, the sermon began. The man still had the same urge to give however. Give 

what? The thoughts continued through the sermon until you asked if anyone needed 

prayer, they could come to the front. The music began again, but the man didn't have the 

strength to move to the front. He was burdened by sin and a past much like that $2 bill 

that left him beaten, broken and bloodied on the inside. "Give it to me!" That is what the 

man was supposed to give to the Lord, he was supposed to give him everything.  

He did, and he wept. Right then Chris McCall walked from the front and stood in the aisle with that man and prayed in 

front of all of the people, but they washed away in the background. It was just that man, Chris, and Jesus in the aisle 

for that moment. He was saved. At that moment he was saved.  

 Last year after Easter, while the offer-

ing was being counted, the guys noticed this 

old bill. Not wanting to just deposit something 

that could be valuable they put two dollars in 

the offering and gave the bill to me to investi-

gate its value. It turned out that the bill had lit-

tle if any extra monetary value but I kept the 

bill  in my desk-still feeling it was too unique 

to lose. When Ryan sent me his testimony I 

was overwhelmed by God’s goodness and his 

providence. This two dollar bill was  in fact of 

extraordinary value. Just as the widow’s mites 

that clicked down in the temple so long ago. 

She too gave all that she had.  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new.  
(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

“He saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. So He said, "Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put 
in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had."  
(Luke 21:2-4) 


